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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An image processor comprising an image processing 
section, which receives multiple images that have been taken 
by cameras mounted on a vehicle to monitor surroundings of the 
vehicle, generates a synthesized image from the multiple im- 
ages and outputs the synthesized image to a display device, 

wherein the image processing section switches display 
modes of the synthesized image in accordance with a state of 
a movable part of the vehicle. 

2. The processor of Claim 1, wherein if a change in the 
state of the movable part has altered the position or direc- 
tion of at least one of the cameras to make the synthesized 
image unnatural, the image processing section switches the 
display modes of the synthesized image from a normal mode into 
an alert mode. 

3. The processor of Claim 2, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section generates the synthesized image 
without using the image taken by the camera that has had the 
position or direction thereof changed. 

4. The processor of Claim 2, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section does not output the synthesized 
image. 
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5. The processor of Claim 2, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section outputs an alert message instead 
of, or along with, the synthesized image. 

6. The processor of Claim 1, wherein if due to a change 
in the state of the movable part, the image of the movable 
part occupies a different portion of the image taken by at 
least one of the cameras to make the synthesized image unnatu- 
ral, the image processing section switches the display modes 
of the synthesized image from a normal mode into an alert 
mode. 

7. The processor of Claim 6, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section generates the synthesized image 
without using the image which has been taken by the camera and 
the different portion of which the image of the movable part 
now occupies . 

8. The processor of Claim 6, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section does not output the synthesized 
image. 

9. The processor of Claim 6, wherein in the alert mode, 
the image processing section outputs an alert message instead 
of, or along with, the synthesized image. 
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10. The processor of Claim 1, wherein the movable part 
comprises at least doors, hood and trunk of the vehicle, and 

wherein the jjnage processing section switches the display- 
modes of the synthesized image in accordance with opening and 
closing of the doors, hood or trunk. 

11. The processor of Claim 1, wherein the movable part 
comprises at least tires of the vehicle, and 

wherein the image processing section switches the display 
modes of the synthesized image in accordance with a steering 
angle of wheels on which the tires are fitted. 

12. A monitoring system comprising: 

multiple cameras, mounted on a vehicle, for taking images 
of surroundings of the vehicle; 
a display device; and 

an image processing section, which receives the images 
taken by the cameras, generates a synthesized image from the 
images and then outputs the synthesized image to the display 
device, 

wherein the image processing section switches display 
modes of the synthesized image in accordance with a state of 
a movable part of the vehicle. 
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